
2nd January 2020 

I am writing to express my views and observations in respect of the recently published Local 

Government Elections Bill Wales. At a recent Council meeting, we considered how we might respond 

and engage the consultation on the by yourself and also in the evidence gathering on this matter by 

the National Assembly for Wales.  

I am writing in my capacity as the Chair of the Council’s Overview & Scrutiny Committee. As a result 

of the tight timescales, particularly with much of this period falling over the Christmas lead-in and 

holiday period, it has not been possible for my committee as a whole or the Council to consider 

formally the proposals and detail contained within the Bill. Both my committee and the Council will 

consider the matter in early January and respond to the call for evidence by the Equality, Local 

Government and Communities Committee of the National Assembly for Wales. 

I am supportive of the proposals to extend the franchise for voting to 16 and 17 year olds in Wales, 

however in doing so, it is vital that the Welsh Government provide funding to local authorities to 

promote this entitled to vote and more broadly as part of promoting citizenship, provide the 

appropriate resources to educate young votes in a non-political way about the importance of voting 

and the issues to consider. It would be wrong and undemocratic if this was left to political 

organisations to undertake. 

I do not believe that the proposals to offer alternative voting systems to individual local authorities is 

a sensible proposal. Wales is a relatively small country and a model which could see one local 

authority operating a different voting model to a neighbouring local authority will, in my view, lead 

to significant confusion and in turn will reduce participation in local government elections. 

In recent years Rhondda Cynon Taf has placed significant focus on increasing participation in our key 

decisions, particularly to encourage involvement in our scrutiny, so I welcome the proposals which 

will allow us to identify the steps and the ability for the public to engage on a formal statutory 

footing. 

The Council is currently in the process of introducing the broadcasting of Council meetings and 

committees, so Rhondda Cynon Taf would have no objection to this becoming a statutory 

requirement, however to undertake this ability for all Council meetings would come at a significant 
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capital and revenue costs and we would therefore urge the Welsh Government to provide the 

necessary funding support to support this proposals, to avoid any impact upon frontline services.  

 

While the principals surrounding the introduction of remote attendance are valid, I do not believe 

this to be a viable proposal in practice 

 

The proposal to expand the role and remit of the Audit Committee, I do not believe to be necessary. 

For me, these proposals would result in ‘mission creep’ from the statutory responsibilities in terms 

of checks and balances of this committee into the broader democratic functions of the Council, such 

as scrutiny. Where this new remit for the Audit Committee includes increased lay members, I believe 

decreases democratic accountability. 

 

It is pleasing to see the important role of scrutiny is recognised and with proposals to strengthen the 

abilities of scrutiny to challenge and act as a critical friend. This Council already recognises 

importance of the statutory role of the Head of Democratic Services, with this role already forming 

part of the Council’s Senior Leadership Team. 

I do not support the proposals to allow council officers and employees to stand for election to their 

own council – this would raise potential conflicts of interest and could have a detrimental impact 

upon employer/employee relationships whilst diminishing the expected levels of impartiality 

amongst council staff. 

I am supportive of the view already by the WLGA leadership in respect of Joint Committee 

arrangements, but in my role as a Chair of Scrutiny Committee, I am aware of scrutiny deficit which 

exists with some current joint committee arrangements, particularly relating to joint education 

consortium arrangements. I would urge that any future joint committee arrangements champion the 

importance of scrutiny and that clear joint scrutiny arrangements are set out by the Welsh 

Government for these future arrangements.  

 

In conclusion, I would like to reiterate my earlier concerns about the tight timescales in which we 

were asked to formally respond to the proposals contained within the Bill. Please accept this letter 

as an initial response which Rhondda Cynon Taf Council until we have further opportunity to 

formulate our evidence to the Local Government and Communities Committee in the New Year. 

 

Yours Sincerely, 

 

County Borough Councillor Mark Adams 

Chair of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee 

 

CC:  John Griffiths AM, Chair of the Equality, Local Government and Communities Committee.

  




